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This month my sermon series is inspired by the book Same Kind of Different as Me by Ron
Hall and Denver Moore. This true story takes place in Texas and it’s a powerful reflection on what
happens when people stop building walls between others who seem to be different and build
relationships that help us realize we aren’t really very different at all.
This book has now been made into a feature film and we will show it here at Medford UMC on
Thursday, August 23 at 7:00 pm. We will offer time for refreshments and discussion following the
showing of the movie. Due to the subject matter the film is rated PG13 and the discussion will be
most relevant for adults and teenagers.
Perhaps the most important lesson we can learn as human beings is the value of relationships,
and building relationships only happens when we take time to listen to one another.
The Bible is full of stories just like the one by Ron Hall and Denver Moore, only the context has
changed. The twelve tribes of Israel began as a family that grew and changed as they spread
throughout the Middle East. Gradually those who were once family became rivals and enemies.
Today those rivalries continue, and they’ve mutated into world-wide relationships that often cause
us to view others as strangers rather than family. In our sermon series we will explore some of the
things we all have in common.
While we seem to be living in a time when civil discourse is a thing of the past we know that
people have always been challenged in that area. Parker J. Palmer in his book On the Brink of
Everything shares his own challenge of coping with anger toward others when he writes, “conflict
is not the enemy of a good social order but the engine of a better social order, if we hold our
conflicts creatively. This work does not have to be done in large-scale public forums, but can and
should be done in smaller venues: the family, a friendship, a neighborhood, a congregation.”
Palmer goes on to humorously say, “I’ll take solace from Psalm 58:6, where a certified holy man
angrily petitions God to ‘smash the teeth’ of those who spread poisonous lies. The Psalmist does
not recommend direct action of this sort and neither do I. … And yet, if the Psalmist’s petition were
to be granted today … the lying would cease for a while since it would be too painful to talk, which
seems only fair since it’s so painful to listen.”
Conversation, Prayer, Study, Worship and Serving are all ways in which God helps us learn how
to be in relationship with others; most importantly to be in relationship and partnership with our
Lord who loves us and all of creation. Whether in church or in your everyday lives, God wants to
be your partner in making this world a better place for all.
Peace,
Kathleen
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School Supplies Collection
Back to School is just around the corner and there
are local children who can use our assistance in
getting ready for that first day. We are asking for
the churches help with the following donations:
Child-sized backpacks – preferably nongender specific!
Pencils – non-mechanical, boxes of 12
Loose-leaf notebook paper
Binders – 1 inch, hardcover
Folders – 3-hole punched
Crayons – 24 count boxes
Markers – 10-12 count boxes, washable
Erasers – pink, rectangular (not cap!)
Yellow highlighters
Glue sticks
A team of youth will be sorting the supplies and
packing the backpacks as equally as possible.
To make this easier, please put all supplies in a
plastic shopping bag inside the back pack and only
donate items from this list. If you are only donating
supplies, that’s great too! Supplies and Backpacks
can be dropped off outside the sanctuary or in the
FLC Lobby. Please make sure all donations are at
the church by Tuesday, August 7th. Donations will
be distributed to the children by the Neighborhood
Center in Camden, the Christian Caring Center and
IHOC. Please join us in supporting these children!
Please contact Chris Carl, cmctrumpet10700@
gmail.com, 856/404-1706 with any questions.

National Night Out
What are you doing Tuesday, August 7, 6:00-9:00
pm? There’s going to be a PARTY at FREEDOM
PARK for National Night Out and you are all invited!
Medford UMC will have a booth to highlight our
ministries. It would be great to have members of the
congregation come share their enthusiasm about our
church with members of the community. If you can
help man the booth, please call the church office.

Growing Together in Faith
Campaign Remains Focused
on Our GOAL
I have heard the classic Chicago song 25 or 6 to 4
a number times as I have been driving this summer
It made me think that the Growing Together in Faith
Campaign could have a song and we could call it
83 to 80 to 6. The campaign is 83% complete, we are
pleased to have collected 80% of our pledges to date
and we have 6 months to go as we continue to strive
toward our GOAL of collecting $1,013,510 to support
the FLC construction project.
We say THANK YOU to
Those who have met your pledge commitment
Those who continue to contribute to the
campaign in the final 6 months
Those who have not yet contributed and may
be considering contributing to the campaign in
the final 6 months. Remember that no gift is
too small. Please clearly note that your gift is
for the GTIF Campaign
Those who continue to pray for the success of
the campaign
During the summer months, when people are
vacationing and you may not attend as regularly as
other times of the year, it is particularly important that
we all remember to make contributions to the MUMC
General Fund. This is always our top priority to
support the ongoing ministries of our church. You can
conveniently make your contributions to the Growing
Together In Faith campaign or to the General Fund by
going online to medfordumc.org/give.
By the time you read this article, we should have
received the required permits for the kitchen and
expect the kitchen to be completed by the end of
August. Another exciting milestone complete. The
Connections Committee hopes that you have an
enjoyable remainder of the summer with family and
friends.
Sharon Payne (609) 315-1155, btlmom3@verizon.
net
Bruce Rosvold, pbrosvold179@verizon.net
Tom Hodge, (609) 828-4251 thodge45@comcast.net
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Summer is a great time to read. You kick your shoes off and
relax spending the day with a good book.
The book club is reading The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah. You can join us in reading this novel. Here is
what Amazon had to say about this book: ”Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the Vietnam war
a changed and volatile man. When he loses yet another job, he makes an impulsive decision: he will move his
family north, to Alaska, where they will live off the grid in America’s last true frontier. Thirteen-year-old Leni,
a girl coming of age in a tumultuous time, caught in the riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy relationship,
dares to hope that a new land will lead to a better future for her family. She is desperate for a place to belong.
Her mother, Cora, will do anything and go anywhere for the man she loves, even if means following him into the
unknown. … In this unforgettable portrait of human frailty and resilience, Kristin Hannah reveals the indomitable
character of the modern American pioneer and the spirit of a vanishing Alaska―a place of incomparable beauty
and danger.”
Doesn’t that sound interesting? Then join us on August 8th at 7:00 at Barb Frame’s lakeside dock for a casual
talk about The Great Alone.
Want to read even more books. Here are some of the books that the book club members suggested. Have
fun reading!!
Educated by Tara Westover - Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to
survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world… When another brother got himself into
college and came back with news of the world beyond the mountain, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. She taught
herself enough mathematics, grammar, and science to take the ACT and was admitted to Brigham Young University….
Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge
University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home.
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows - A
remarkable tale of the island of Guernsey during the German Occupation, and of a society as
extraordinary as its name.
Mr. Churchill’s Secretary: A Maggie Hope Mystery – Susan Elia MacNeal - London, 1940. Winston
Churchill has just been sworn in, war rages across the Channel, and the threat of a Blitz looms larger by the
day. But none of this deters Maggie Hope... Her indefatigable spirit and remarkable gifts for codebreaking,
though, rival those of even the highest men in government … Ensnared in a web of spies, murder, and intrigue,
Maggie must work quickly to balance her duty to King and Country with her chances for survival. And when she
unravels a mystery that points toward her own family’s hidden secrets, she’ll discover that her quick wits are all
that stand between an assassin’s murderous plan and Churchill himself.
Tending Roses by Lisa Wingate - When Kate Bowman temporarily moves to her grandmother’s Missouri
farm with her husband and baby son, she learns that the lessons that most enrich our lives often come
unexpectedly….Just when Kate despairs of finding answers, she discovers her grandma’s journal. A beautiful
handmade notebook, it is full of stories that celebrate the importance of family, friendship, and faith. Stories that
make Kate see her life—and her grandmother—in a completely new way
Note: all above descriptions of books (excerpts) come from https://amazon.com/books

Thank you’s
I wanted to say thank you for the scholarship I was awarded. It was much appreciated.
Love,
Brandt Fordham
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My life goes on in endless song; Above earth’s lamentation,
I hear the new, though far-off hymn; That hails a new creation;
No storm can shake my inmost calm; While to that rock I’m clinging;
It sounds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?
These are words from an anthem sung by our Wesley Choir on Choir Recognition Sunday. This hymn, attributed
to the Quaker poet, Robert Lowry, also can be found in The Faith We Sing.
Perhaps you never thought about how deeply our singers are affected by the words they sing, but – although
the notes they sing make beautiful music – it is the texts that carry the spiritual truths of our faith. And, for some
reason, because these texts are sung, they stay in the mind and heart, often for a lifetime. So our children learn
scripture passages, our teens encounter theological concepts to think over and discuss in other venues and our
adults find meaning, strength and comfort in the words of poets of ages past and writers of today. Consequently,
although the music our choirs bring on Sunday mornings enhances the worship experience for everyone, it adds a
more intense spiritual experience for the choristers.
If you’ve never thought of this aspect of being part of a choir, maybe it has piqued your interest. MUMC offers
choral opportunities for just about everyone in our church family. Why not consider enriching your spiritual and
musical life by joining with us this coming season? Information about our choirs and their rehearsal times are given
below. If you have additional questions, or wish to talk further about our music program, please feel free to call
Carol Reilly at 609/953-3805 or email Crlrlly@aol.com. Or call the church office, leave your name and contact
information and Carol will get back to you.
Enjoy the rest of the summer and maybe we’ll see you in the fall.

Jr. Choir: grades 2-6; rehearses on Thursday, 4:15-5:15; sings at 11:00 worship most Sundays from October to
June. First rehearsal: Thursday, Sept. 6.
Youth Choir: grades 7-12; rehearses on Thursday, 7:15-8:25; sings at 11:00 worship most Sundays from October
to June. First rehearsal: Thursday, Sept. 6.
Wesley Choir: adult SAB; rehearses on Tuesday, 8:30-10:00 PM; sings at 8:15 worship from September through
June. First rehearsal: Tuesday, Sept. 4.
Garwood Choir: adult mixed; rehearses Thursday, 8:30-10:00 PM; sings at 11:00 worship from September
through June. First rehearsal: Thursday, Sept. 6.

Sunday School News

The MUMC wrapped up its program year back in mid-June, but we are always working behind the
scenes to make the Sunday school program a success year after year. Thank you to the leaders
in our Sunday school. We have a dedicated group of people who share their gifts and time with
the children of our church. They are vital to this wonderful ministry! Thank you to the families who
continue to support the Sunday school. It is a joy to see how each child takes the word of God with
them out into the world each week.
We are looking ahead to the 2018-19 school year and with that there will be a few changes! After
many years serving in the Sunday school, some of our leaders have decided to share their gifts in
other ministries in the church. We will miss them but we are ready to welcome new volunteers! We
have a need in 4th and 5th grades for a second leader as well as people to serve as substitutes. Never
led a Sunday school class? Never fear! Curriculum is provided as well as a lot of support from other
leaders. If you are interested in sharing your gifts with MUMC’s Sunday school, please contact Karen
Maese, asmeam825@gmail.com, or Pastor Kathleen for more information.
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Annual Flea Market
Medford United Methodist Church
Saturday, September 15, 2018
9AM to 2PM
Sponsored by: United Methodist Women
It’s that time again! Reserve your space for our Annual Flea Market! It will be held RAIN or SHINE and
all proceeds will go to support local Mission Programs. Just return the form below with your non-refundable
donation: $15.00 before Sept. 10th OR $20.00 September 10th and later. Your space will be reserved when we
receive your check. Thank you for your participation and support of local Mission Projects.

PROCEDURE
1. Arrive between 7am and 8am to set up. Everything must be set up and cars must
be moved out by 8:45am.
2. Vendors are responsible for bringing their own tables and tents.
3. Selling of food items is not permitted. We will have food for sale that day.
4. All unsold items must be removed by the end of the day. NOTHING is to
be left in the Church parking lot or trash cans.
Medford UMC Flea

Market Registration Form

Name_________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone #s Home________________Cell______________________
E-Mail________________________________________________
Mail your check and form to:
Medford United Methodist Church
2 Hartford Road – Medford, NJ 08055
Attn: Flea Market
Contact Information: Ginger Harriett (609) 953-1037
Or Email:
vtharriett@comcast.net
Or Church Office:
Lisa Mountain (609) 654-8111
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August 7th - 3rd through 8th grade Service Project & Fun Night!
We will gather in the FLC to sort Back to School Supplies and Backpack donations. Afterward we will play
games and shoot some hoops in the FLC gym. This will be the first time we are welcoming our incoming 3rd
grade youth.
Details will be emailed to parents prior to the event.

August 22nd – All Youth Mystery Outing
We will pick a fun social outing that will appeal to all youth ages 3rd – 12th grade. The mystery will be revealed
as the date draws closer!

August 26th – Mission Trip Sharing
During our 9:00 and 10:30 am worship services, high school youth and adults who went on the Youth Mission
Trip to work with the REACH program in Roanoke, VA will be sharing their experiences with our church family.
Email Bethany Carl at bethany@medfordumc.org with any questions you may have about our August Youth
Events.
BEST POOL SERVICE COMPANY 2015

25+

House & Home Magazine

YEARS

experience in
the pool service
industry

BUILDING OUR FAMILY
ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME...

609.654.5525

AbsolutePoolCareNJ.com

Medford, NJ
LIC #13VH05714200

4 Chester Avenue
Medford, NJ 08055
(609) 953-0100

Connection

Independently Owned and Operated.

(609) 654-2035 • (856) 235-0300
Heating & AC • Energy Conservation
Indoor Air Quality • Fuel Delivery/Tank Services
Water Conditioning • Harriett’s Plumbing Services
NJLMP#10622 H Bromberg

Jack & Bonnie Crosby
Ann Harriett • Bob Harriett

Tom Hodge

Sales Associate in NJ & PA
Office: 856.797.1550, x 653
NJ Cell: 609.828.4251
PA Cell: 610.908.9963
E-Fax: 609.969.6281
thodgeremax@comcast.net
69 S. Main St., Medford, NJ 08055

EXCLUSiVELY CATS
VETERiNARY HOSPITAL

www.exclusivelycatsnj.com

“Because there’s no such thing as
‘just a cat’!”

Dr. Nancy J. Dunkle, DVM
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