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MEDFORD UMC - PASTORS’ REFLECTIONS 2018
LOVE God. SERVE people. TRANSFORM lives.
2018 has been a year of new beginnings at Medford
UMC. After 13 years of praying, planning and waiting, we
finally moved into our new Family Life Center! This new
space has been an incredible blessing to our ministry
– not only for worship, but for our youth groups as well.
And the opportunities for us to serve will only continue to
grow as we complete the kitchen this fall, giving us a fully
functional space.
The opening of the FLC was a huge achievement, but
it’s not the only thing that we’ve done since our last
church conference! Here are some of the other highlights:

• For the first time in 10 years, we are on track to see

an increase in overall worship attendance for 2018
– 272 through the second week in October. Our 9:30
service attendance is up 21% this year – 25 people per
week. We are also seeing more and more visitors:
307 in all, an increase of 36% versus 2017! We also
began weekly live-streaming of our 9:30 worship,
which enables our people to stay in touch when they are
traveling or can’t make it to church. We are grateful to
and for our media ministry and the way it broadens our
impact and connections.

• We are forging new partnerships with groups in the

community. This year, we’ve partnered with Medford
Township to host elections, welcomed a production of
the Pinelands Players, hosted a live-stream conference
with participants from several area churches, offered a
home to a grief support group, provided practice space
for MYAA Cheerleading and worked with local houses
of worship on a new interfaith Thanksgiving service.
Churches can no longer afford to do ministry alone or to
leave their buildings idle most of the week. That’s why
our successful grand opening of the FLC incorporated
outreach not only to individuals, but to groups and
institutions in the community. Partnerships are crucial to
maximize our impact.

• We again branched out in mission, sending a team of

five to work on a water quality project in Haiti through
the Greater NJ Annual Conference Volunteers in Mission
Program (GNJ VIM). This was our first trip through GNJ
VIM and our team was entirely new as well. Our annual
trip to REACH in Roanoke, Virginia was another strong
effort comprised of 16 youth and 7 adults, led for the
first time this year by Youth Director Bethany Carl.
We want to celebrate the fact that when it comes to
missions, we have a variety of people who are willing
to step forward and serve. We want to recognize Bill
Carlson, who undertook a VIM trip to Puerto Rico with
Waretown UMC – we expect that his experience will be
valuable as we consider how to serve in the wake of
devastating hurricanes in Puerto Rico, the Carolinas and
the Gulf Coast.

• We welcomed an important new addition to our staff
– Nate Gonzalez, whose musical leadership has been
critical to the growth of our contemporary worship. We
are grateful that he and Kate, Johnny and Matty have
made Medford UMC their church home. Nate joins the
already outstanding music staff of Bruce Rosvold,
Barb Frame and Carol Reilly. And in just a few weeks,
we will celebrate Carol’s 50 years of service to our
congregation and her amazing ministry of music!

• Let’s celebrate and give thanks for the ministry of

our Trustees. Being a trustee in a church our size is
not easy – caring for nearly $7.6M in property never is.
There’s so much to learn and it seems there’s never
quite enough money to do everything that needs doing.
But over the past few years, the Trustees have chosen
to invest in a few projects that almost no one notices
but have made a huge difference in our operating
costs. The first was insulating Bowker Hall as part
of the renovation of the space. The second was the
replacement of three oil-fired boilers with two new highefficiency gas boilers in our main building.
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LIVE NATIVITY at the DICKENS FESTIVAL
Saturday, December 1, 2018
6:00 – 9:00 pm
Once again Medford UMC will bring the story of Christmas to the Medford
community as part of the Dickens festival on Saturday night, December 1. Put
the date on your calendar and plan to be part of this very special evening!
We have a “Baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph” as well as our wonderful LIVE ANIMALS all set to go. Now we just
need YOUR PARTICIPATION to make it a great experience for everyone.
How can you be part of this wonderful evening? There are ways for everyone to help!
It’s super easy!!
Sign up on the church website or the link on the weekly
electronic news through “SIGN-UP GENIUS”, or by contacting
Pastor Kathleen.
>> Youth, grades 5 and older, can be angels and shepherds
>> Three adults will be Wise People to bring the first gifts to
the baby
>> People to set up and take down the lights and sound
equipment
>> People to make and distribute hot chocolate and cider
>> Cookie bakers the week before
>> Hospitality throughout the evening
>> Singers
>> Animal Wranglers
>> Costume Crew
We present the story with
live animals, actors and
music five times, every
half hour, 6:30-8:30 pm.
In addition to the actors in
the pageant (no speaking)
we need people to show
hospitality with cookies
and hot chocolate, to sing
carols, to set up, clean up,
and generally have fun with
the crowd.
It takes many volunteers
to present this timeless
story. Come join us!
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Three Months to Go
on the Growing Together in Faith Campaign
With three and a half months to go we are getting close to the end of
our three-year Growing Together In Faith Campaign for the Family Life
Center (FLC).
As of the time of this writing we have received $816,680 toward our
$1,013,520 commitment goal. We’re 81% of the way there! It is time
for a strong push toward the finish line.
Have you taken a look at where you are in comparison to the
financial commitment you made? Are you on track to fulfill your
commitment? If not, do you have a plan for doing so? If you never
made a commitment are you willing to do so now that the FLC is a reality? You can make a one time, weekly or
monthly contribution by using the blue envelopes in the pews and available in the FLC. Please clearly mark your
envelope for the “Growing Together In Faith” campaign. Please also pray “Lord, what do you want to do through
me”? And then, listen for His answer.
Your commitment to Faith, Prayer, and Giving has resulted in MUMC making it this far. We ask that you continue
to make the achievement of the Growing Together In Faith Campaign goal a priority. We are committed to Love
God, Serve People, and Transform Lives and look forward to reaching 100% of our FLC goal and celebrating on
February 10, 2019!
It is particularly important that we all faithfully remember to also make regular contributions to the MUMC
General Fund as this is always our top priority.
You can conveniently make your contributions to the Growing Together In Faith campaign or to the General Fund
electronically by going online to medfordumc.org/give.
Sharon Payne (609) 315-1155, btlmom3@verizon.net
Bruce Rosvold, pbrosvold179@verizon.net
Tom Hodge, (609) 828-4251, thodge45@comcast.net

Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 18, 7:00 pm
Medford United Methodist Church
Join your neighbors from various area
faith communities as we gather to thank
God for our many blessings. This is a
great opportunity to connect with others
and build bridges of understanding. This
year, we are hosting at Medford UMC
– and this gathering will replace our
traditional Wednesday evening service.
Last year’s interfaith service was a
thoughtful time of prayer and sharing, and
we look forward to welcoming you again!
We could also use a little help. Would
you consider hosting a time for fellowship
after worship? If you can assist, please
contact the church office.
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The result is that even though we grew our square
footage by 60% with the addition of the FLC, our
overall utilities costs are flat versus 2017, leaving us
more resources for mission and ministry. We thank Patty
Rosvold and Mike Polhemus for their leadership on this
team, as well as past president Paul Martin, who played a
critical role in both of these projects.
I can’t say enough good things about what’s going on
at Medford UMC. We are transforming lives and making
a difference in our community. Still, Jesus always calls us
into deeper waters. In the coming year, here are some of
the areas where we expect to focus our efforts:

• Discipleship Pathway – As we grow, we need to create

well-defined pathways for people to grow in faith through
learning and serving. Our emphasis is on relationships
between people, believing that faith is better “caught”
than “taught.” A starting point is revamping our new
member curriculum to make it a small group introduction
to discipleship. We will try to lower the barriers for people
to start new small groups with their friends by providing
simple, easy-to-facilitate faith conversation guides based
on sermon series content. We’re going to work on better
systems to help those new to the church plug in to an
area of service. And finally, we’ll work to provide better
follow up for members who have missed church, as a way
of showing Christ’s love and care.

• Conversations on LGBTQ inclusion – In 2019, the

United Methodist Church will face a critical moment in
its history as a Special General Conference votes on
the proposals of The Commission on the Way Forward,
convened to help the church navigate divisions on the
inclusion of LGBTQ persons in the life of the Church.
We want to do everything we can as a congregation to
facilitate understanding between people and to hold
together as a community no matter the decision from
the General Conference. We have been having these
conversations at the Church Council and in coming
months will roll them out to the congregation as a whole.
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We hope each of you will join us for these important
sessions.

• Stewardship – As we wrap up the capital campaign for
the Family Life Center and transition from a construction
loan to a permanent mortgage, we will need a new kind
of commitment to generosity. We expect our mortgage
costs to be roughly $50,000 per year, an increase to our
budget of approximately 8%. While this is significant, it
only represents about 1/6 of what we’ve been raising
annually over the course of the past three years. We
are confident that God will be faithful, as has been true
throughout the process of bringing this vision to reality.
We are also confident that we will continue to identify
new partners in using the space to help defray some of
our costs.

• Worship – Worship and music have long been

strengths of our congregation. Growth in worship remains
the strongest avenue to growth in the church. It is the
unique gift God has given us to carry out our mission. We
emphasize the love of God, which energizes us for service
and transforms us from the inside out. We will continue
our focus on excellence in preaching and worship through
long-range planning, ongoing evaluation of what we’re
doing, and looking at opportunities for new worship
experiences.

We are blessed to serve together with you. Not many
institutions can say they are thriving after nearly 200
years, but we are – thanks be to God! We continue to trust
that the gospel can transform individuals, communities
and nations! Let’s keep going and growing!

Annual Church Conference
Our annual Church Conference will take place on Saturday, November 17, 2018. This year’s Super Church
Conference will include a time of worship and plenary session with other churches on our district. All church
members are welcome to attend. All members holding leadership positions are strongly encouraged to attend.
We will try to arrange carpools from the church for those attending. Please contact the church office if you
plan to attend; the conference will be held at Calvary Korean United Methodist Church, 572 Ryders Lane, East
Brunswick, NJ 08816. Schedule: 10:00 – 11:45 am - Worship & Plenary Session; 12:00 p.m. – 12:45 p.m. - Church
Conference.
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Celebrating What God Has Done
As we enter into the last few weeks of the year, your Stewardship Team invites you to reflect on all the ways that
this congregation has blessed your family. Maybe it’s been through a sermon that touched your life in just the right
way at just the right time. Maybe it’s been through prayers, meals or cards during a hard time when you needed
encouragement. Maybe it’s been through youth programs that have helped shape your kids into responsible,
caring adults. Whatever it is, it’s worth celebrating!
So as we close out 2018, let’s be intentional about making sure we support this church that’s offered so much to
us. Your gifts enable us to do what we do. Thanks for your generosity!
P.S. – If you’d like to consider making a gift of appreciated stock, please reach out to Ginger Harriett (vharriett@
lincolninvestment.com). She can help guide you through the process. Thanks in advance!

Poinsettia Orders
For Christmas
Orders will be taken for three weeks beginning
Sunday, November 25th through Sunday, December
16th. Please watch for order forms in the bulletin and
in the December Messenger.
Please help us decorate our church for Christmas
by purchasing a poinsettia. It is also a nice way to
remember those special people in our lives.

Advent & Christmas
Decoration Of The Family
Life Center
This year we have a new space to beautify for
the Advent and Christmas season – our spacious,
multipurpose FLC! We have an Advent Wreath
on a stand and about a dozen assorted artificial
poinsettias to adorn the stage and some of the
space in the Lobby, which will get us started. We
are looking for some creative people who attend
the Contemporary Service who would like to help
transform our new FLC to reflect the joyous seasons
of Advent and Christmas.
If you are interested, please contact Pastor
Kathleen or the Church Office.
Please note: We are looking for people with IDEAS,
not donations of items.

Lots of New Things
Buzzing Around
the Busy Bees!
Monday, November 12th, 2018 at 7:00 pm in Bowker
Hall.
New Meeting Time: 7:00 pm. Come out and join us
for our November program.
Get reacquainted with all the Bees if you haven’t been
able to join us yet this year. ALL MUMC WOMEN ARE
INVTED TO JOIN US.
Hostesses are Priscilla Hanzok (609/714-7120) and
Karen Dvorschak (609/714-7899) who you can call if
you have any questions.
Thank you for all who donated candy or came out
and supported the Trunk or Treat event. It is always fun
decorating a car and hosting the children in our parking
lot.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS to save the dates for our
“Cabin Fever Escapes” Fundraisers at PJ Whelihan’s on
January 16th and July 17th, 2019.

UMM Breakfast on Saturday November 10, 2018
The United Methodist Men will gather for our monthly breakfast on Saturday,
November 10, 2018 beginning at 8 AM in the FLC (pending kitchen completion).
Pastor Kathleen and Rich Stolz will be joining us to share their recent experiences
from their trip to Scotland. You can expect some great photos as well. Please plan
to join us for a great breakfast, fellowship and our speaker.
Please contact Bruce Rosvold (pbrosvold179@verizon.net) if you would like
additional information or would like to be added to the UMM email distribution list.
.
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YOU are invited to the
MUMC Annual Ladies Christmas Dinner!
Date: December 5, 2018
Place: Medford Village Country Club
Time:   6:00pm - 9:00pm
Theme: Hawaiian Christmas
Cost: $30.00
Tickets will be on sale after the 9:30 am service (FLC lobby) and
after the 11:00 am service (outside the sanctuary) from November
11, 2018 to December 2, 2018. Tickets are also available at the
church office or by contacting Ginger Harriett - vtharriett@comcast.
net or cell 609/238-1803.
Start the Christmas Season with us - Hope to see you there!!
Sponsored by the Medford United Methodist Women

Youth News

Youth Fellowship Nights are meeting regularly and meet every
Sunday night at the following times:
6:00 - 7:30 pm for 3rd – 5th graders and 6th – 8th graders
in the FLC
7:30 – 9:00 pm for 9th – 12th graders in the Annex

What’s going on this month?

3rd – 5th graders will continue
exploring the “Gospel According to Dr.
Seuss.” They continue to take a closer look at

these beloved children’s stories to find inspiration and
instruction.

Friday, November 9th will bring a Friday
Fun Night with games & a movie showings for our

3rd – 5th graders being held in the FLC!!
6th – 12th graders will be getting ready to
participate in the National Sleep Out!!! Please support
us with your prayers and possibly your donations too
as we sleep out to support homeless youth. More
information will be shared with you this month.

High School Happenings is a small
group for 9th – 12th graders being
held every Sunday morning from 9:00
– 10:30 am in Bowker Hall with breakfast

treats available. This is a time for high school youth to
come talk about what’s happening in their lives, what’s
happening in the world and how God encourages us
through the bible in how we should navigate these
things.

Details are sent out by Youth Email
Blast on a weekly basis. Not getting these

email blasts and want to receive them? Email Bethany
Carl at bethany@medfordumc.org to be added to our
mailing list.

Are you someone who enjoys hanging
out with kids? We are always looking for

volunteers who would enjoy coming to hang out with
any of the three age groups of Youth (3rd-5th, 6th-8th
or 9th-12th) for Sunday Evening Youth Fellowship.
You don’t have to be a teacher, you don’t have to be
available every Sunday night and you don’t have to
have children that are currently in the program either!
We would love for you to join in the fun of Sunday
Night gatherings. Please email Bethany Carl at
bethany@medfordumc.org to express your interest
and get more details.
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Leaves are changing to brilliant colors and falling to
the ground – ready for the rake! Baskets of apples
beckon from roadside stands and children can’t wait to
don costumes and call “Trick or Treat!” Ah, autumn; the
celebrations it brings to mind are Halloween, Veterans
Day and, still a way off, Thanksgiving. Isn’t it annoying
to go into a store and be bombarded already with items
for Christmas? But wait – some of our MUMC family
have been involved with Christmas preparations since
those leaves began to fall. All our choir members are
working hard on music for this most joyous season
when, it seems as if song is everywhere.
Here’s the good news – you can join them, even
if you can’t commit to a full year of singing. Once
more, those adult singers who have been unable
to participate in our vocal choirs on a regular basis
are invited to join with us for our Choral Candlelight
Service. This event will take place on Sunday,
December 9 at 7:00 pm and is always one of the
highlights of the Christmas season. If you enjoy choral
singing and would like to sing with us for this special
presentation, it is very easy to do. Just plan to attend
rehearsals from 8:30 till around 9:15 pm, beginning on
November 1 or 6. This will give you a good amount
of time to learn the music and feel comfortable
singing with the group, but won’t involve a year-long
commitment (although that can always be arranged!).
Adult rehearsals are held in the choir room on
Tuesdays or Thursdays, beginning at 8:30 pm. If you
would like to investigate this idea further, please call
Carol at 609/953-3805, 609/706-0627 or email Crlrlly@
aol.com - or just come out to rehearsal, where you can
be assured of a warm welcome.

If you are new to the church,
you may not have heard
of the REPS
(Retired Energetic People who Serve).
This group of retirees provides maintenance and
inspection services to the church and Preschool. Their
activities include but are not limited to----painting,
replacing lights and fixtures, inspection of fire alarms
and extinguishers, replacing ceiling tiles, and just
about any other light maintenance activities that the
church staff or Trustees deem necessary. We meet
most Wednesdays at 9:00 am over coffee and donuts
in Room 104 behind the Pastors’ offices, and after
solving local and world problems get down to the
serious business of church maintenance. If you are
interested in sharing your skills with the church and
joining in good Christian fellowship, please call John
Schoenberg, 609/410-4875; Eric Scheffler 609/2341591 or Lisa in the church office.
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MUMC
Book

Club

Lloyd Alexander said “Keep reading. It’s one of the
most marvelous adventures anyone can have.” If you
like reading, join the book club. It is a great way to
read and discuss books with friends. You can take
adventures you never thought you would have.
The book club is reading this November The Book
of Essie by Meghan MacLean Weir. Recommended
by several MUMC members, this is “a debut novel
of family, fame, and religion that tells the emotionally
stirring, wildly captivating story of the seventeen-yearold daughter of an evangelical preacher, star of the
family’s hit reality show, and the secret pregnancy that
threatens to blow their entire world apart.”
Please join us on Wednesday, November 28 at 7:00
pm in the church annex for a discussion about the
book.
We are always welcoming new members so come
and join us and bring a friend. Imagine the marvelous
adventures you will have! For more information, please
contact Glenna Bishop, bishop.glenna@yahoo.com or
Patty Rosvold, pbrosvold179@verizon.net, 609/6541721.

Opportunity to Serve
In the United Methodist Church we celebrate two
sacraments, Baptism and Holy Communion. The
Communion table belongs to Christ and all who wish
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus are welcome at the
table. We prepare for Communion in humility and with
grace, offering our respect for the elements we serve,
for the table we prepare and for those who commune.
One very special role, traditionally filled by the laity, is
that of Communion Steward, a person or couple that
prepares the elements of bread and the fruit of the vine
prior to serving. Following the service the Communion
Steward then gracefully clears the table, disposes
of the unused, consecrated elements, and cleans
and puts away the serving items. We are seeking
individuals or pairs who would like to serve the Medford
UMC as Communion Stewards on a rotation basis,
the first Sunday of each month. If you are interested
in hearing more please contact the church office,
609/654-8111.
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Family Life Center Chair Donations
Here is an easy, inexpensive way for you to make a donation in honor or in memory of a loved one. Each gift
of $75 will be honored on a plaque in the FLC.
Please PRINT clearly and include all names EXACTLY as you would like them to appear on the plaque. Thank
you so much for your support!
Chairs Given in Honor/Memory of (Circle One)
In Honor/Memory of: _______________________________________________________________________
In Honor/Memory of: _______________________________________________________________________
In Honor/Memory of: _______________________________________________________________________
Donor’s Name (s): _________________________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________

Donation: $75 per chair. Please enclose this form with your donation.
Thank you! Order forms and donations can be dropped off in the church office.
Total Donation: $_____________________________________________
November is the time that we think about all that we are thankful for. Our

Medford Methodist curriculum revolves around the Thanksgiving holiday and related topics like

nutrition. We are well settled into our school year and everyone feels comfortable
and like family. We, here at the preschool, are always thankful for our church home and
our wonderful students and their families. These
children truly become “our children” and we love to
BEST POOL SERVICE COMPANY 2015
House & Home Magazine
see them progress through the years.
25+
Most of our programs are full, but
YEARS
experience in
we do have a few openings in our Pre-k
the pool service
industry
classes for the 2018-19 school year. If
you are interested in joining our Medford
Methodist Preschool family, please give us
a call at 609/654-8112 or email at preschool@medfordumc.org. We
have programs for ages 18 months – six years. The school is open
BUILDING OUR FAMILY
Monday through Friday from 8am – 4pm. In the afternoons we have
609.654.5525
ONE
CUSTOMER AT A TIME...
enrichment clubs that expand and build on our morning programs and
AbsolutePoolCareNJ.com
incorporate even more creative thinking and problem solving.
Medford, NJ
Happy Thanksgiving!
LIC #13VH05714200

Pre K

News

4 Chester Avenue
Medford, NJ 08055
(609) 953-0100

Connection

Independently Owned and Operated.

(609) 654-2035 • (856) 235-0300
Heating & AC • Energy Conservation
Indoor Air Quality • Fuel Delivery/Tank Services
Water Conditioning • Harriett’s Plumbing Services
NJLMP#10622 H Bromberg

Jack & Bonnie Crosby
Ann Harriett • Bob Harriett

Tom Hodge

Sales Associate in NJ & PA
Office: 856.797.1550, x 653
NJ Cell: 609.828.4251
PA Cell: 610.908.9963
E-Fax: 609.969.6281
thodgeremax@comcast.net
69 S. Main St., Medford, NJ 08055

EXCLUSiVELY CATS
VETERiNARY HOSPITAL

www.exclusivelycatsnj.com

“Because there’s no such thing as
‘just a cat’!”

Dr. Nancy J. Dunkle, DVM
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Upper Room Disciplines 2019
Reading and reflecting on scripture is a spiritual practice that provides daily inspiration and spiritual nourishment
for those who seek God. In this best-selling devotional guide, readers encounter a diverse community of thoughtful
Christian writers and theologians who guide them toward a deeper relationship with God.
Each reading in The Upper Room Disciplines includes a selected scripture passage, a meditation on the
scripture, and a prayer or suggestion for reflection. Each week of devotions is written by one author and focuses
on one theme to provide extended depth into how the ancient stories of the Bible apply to our lives today.
Writers for 2019 include Tony Campolo, Daniel Benedict, James Harnish, Michael Williams, Sharon Seyfarth
Garner, Todd Outcalt, James Howell, Melissa Tidwell, Larry Peacock, and Steve Harper.
These readings are also used by the Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study as their guide. If you want to take
Disciplines wherever you go, it is available as an eBook, too.
We strongly encourage our church family to enter into the discipline of daily reading of Scripture and reflection
upon it. This is a good way to start. If you are interested in purchasing a copy of Disciplines 2019 for yourself or
as a gift for someone else, please drop off payment with Lisa in the church office no later than Monday, November
19. Regular print copies are $12 and large print copies are $15. A sign up sheet is located outside the sanctuary.

Thank you
Dear friends,
Thank you for your generous donation of book bags
and school supplies. Please keep us in your prayers
for a great school year!
Blessings,
Neighborhood Center Staff

To the Flower Ladies,
I wish to thank you so much for the precious bouquet
you brought to me at the time of my bereavement.
It meant quite a lot to me that you made a personal
delivery and that we were able to sit and talk for a
period of time.
Again, thank you!
Hummy Seufert

November, 2018
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Our Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 am

Morning Communion Service
in Sanctuary
9:30 am Contemporary Worship
in Family LIfe Center
9:30 am Sunday School for all ages
11:00 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
6:00 pm Youth Fellowship (grades 3-8)
7:30 pm Youth Fellowship (grades 9-12
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Like to cook?
the Men’s Kitchen Team
is looking for new members.

Our Methodist Men’s Kitchen team is active
throughout the Church Year. A few of our
responsiblities include:
1. preparing meals for the New Beginnings’
“Feed My Sheep”
2. setup and drink preparation for the Annual
Medford Dickens’ Festival
3. cooking & prep for the Annual Pasta Dinner
4. food prep for the Annual Chicken BBQ
5. cooking & prep for the monthly Men’s
Breakfast
6. preparing food for special church functions

Interested in joining?
Want additional information?

Contact Bill Frame bill@entitepress.com

