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A Word from the Pastor
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.”
– John 13:35, NRSV
People are profoundly lonely. A study in the past few
years in the UK described loneliness as an “epidemic”
– a public health crisis. I wouldn’t expect studies in the
US to turn up anything different. We see the effects of
loneliness in increased rates of depression, anxiety,
and substance abuse.
We live in a time when most people see the church
as increasingly irrelevant. And yet, as I was spending
time with a pastor friend recently, he pointed out: “this
is one thing that the church can do – offer people a
relationship.” Everyone needs people. We need friends
and connections. The desire to belong is a basic
human need that is always relevant. The church is a
place where we connect with people who believe in
God and God’s work in the world. It’s a place to meet
people and make lifelong friends. The world needs the
church to offer these kinds of connections.
However, these friendships are tested at times by
different understandings of what God’s work looks like.
The church is increasingly under stress over differing
interpretations of scripture, different understandings of
the political ramifications of what we believe, and our
responses to societal questions like immigration, the
inclusion of LGBT persons, and abortion.
It doesn’t have to be this way. We don’t have to
always agree with each other to continue to be in
relationship with each other. We’re never going to
agree on everything. That’s what it means to be an
individual – to have thoughts, feelings and opinions
of your own. Husbands and wives don’t always
agree. Best friends don’t always agree. A church
where EVERYONE agreed on everything would be a
church of one (and that on a good day when I haven’t

changed my mind on an question multiple times).
What’s most important is that we can agree to
continue in the relationship. In John’s gospel, Jesus
prays for the unity of his church – a unity based in love.
And so, over the course of the next several months,
Kathleen and I will be emphasizing relationships in
our worship series. In October, we’ll focus on our
relationship with God in a series called “With,” based
on a book by Skye Jethani. In Advent, we’ll talk about
the incarnation – Jesus’ taking on human flesh – and
the implications of that move for our relationship
with God and each other. In January, we’ll look at
interpersonal relationships and some spiritual and
emotional tools to help us “grow up” into the people
God created us to be. Too often our understanding of
relationships is stunted by hurts we’ve experienced
or by unrealistic expectations we have for our families
and friends.
Too often, we are hung up on the idea that the
people we surround ourselves with need to “agree
with” us. Instead, as Bishop Schol reminded us in a
recent article, it’s really about what we can “agree
to.” Can we agree to continue talking with each other,
continue taking care of each other, continue loving
each other – even when we don’t agree with each
other?
Jesus never said that the church would be known for
its agreement. He said we would instead be known by
our love. There’s a lonely world out there that’s longing
for relationship!
Peace,
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All Saints Sunday,
November 4, 2018
On Sunday, November 4, at all
three of our worship services, we will
remember and celebrate our saints:
our faithful family and friends who
have gone on to their reward.
We invite everyone who has lost
a family member or close friend
during the past year to be present on
Sunday, November 4, 2018. If you
would like someone who has died in
the past year to be remembered by
name during worship, please call the
church office at 654-8111, or email
us at office@medfordumc.org, by
Monday, October 29. Provide your
name; the name and date of death
of the deceased; your relationship
to them; and which service you will
attend on November 4.

Support the Medford
CROP Hunger Walk!
Be a walker… a sponsor…
a volunteer.
Date:
Time: 		
Where:		
			
Contact:		
			

Sunday, October 14, 2018
1:30 Registration 2:00 Walk
Freedom Park,
Old Marlton Pike/Union Street, Medford
Wayne Richards, wcr4040@gmail.com;
C 908/675-1876

Each walker is asked to bring a jar of peanut butter for the
Medford Lakes Lions Food Pantry. Thank you!
Through the CROP Hunger Walk, we will be raising awareness and funds to change the world in real and measurable
ways -- digging wells that will bring clean water to villages; providing seeds and tools so that people can grow their
own food; and helping communities and families rebuild after disaster.
CROP Hunger Walk funds will benefit the overall work and ministry of Church World Service -- working around
the world to help those in need help themselves through refugee assistance, self-help development programs,
advocacy, and disaster relief including aid for victims of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. It’s important to note
that 25% of the funds we raise will benefit the Christian Caring Center and the St. Vincent de Paul Society in their
important work right here in Burlington County.
Please mark your calendar and join us, whether as a walker, a sponsor or a volunteer. Together, we can change
the world, one step at a time.
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Sunday, October 7
2:00 pm
Freedom Park, Medford
Bring your PETS!
Sponsored by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Lord of
Life Lutheran Church and Medford United Methodist
Church

Dining for Dollars is back!
October 9th – 11th
Fall Kick-Off Breakfast
The first United Methodist Men’s Breakfast for the
fall will take place on Saturday, October 13, 2018
beginning at 8:00 am in Bowker Hall. One of our
own congregants, Klaus Rohr, will be our speaker for
the morning. Klaus will be speaking about the FBI
takedown of the Nicky Scarfo Crime Family in the
early 80’s. Klaus spent over 30 years with the FBI in
both the US and Germany. His last assignment was
as the Special Agent in Charge of organized crime in
Philadelphia and South Jersey. Klaus will share with
us the tactics and strategies employed for over six
years resulting in the prosecution and imprisonment of
21 members of this famous crime family. Please join us
at 8:00 am on October 13th for a fascinating look into
the FBI vs the Mob.
Please contact Bruce Rosvold (pbrosvold179@
verizon.net) if you would like additional information or
would like to be added to the UMM email distribution
list.

October is National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
The United Methodist Women are supporting the
Westampton, NJ Providence House through our Fall
Dining for Dollars fundraiser which will be held at
Illiano’s Cuchina in the Taunton Forge Shopping Plaza.
Invite a friend, neighbor or family member to join you
for lunch and/or dinner. All you need to do is present
a voucher (available outside the sanctuary and in the
FLC) at the time of your order. For each meal, Illiano’s
will donate $2.50 back to the United Methodist Women
for donation to the Providence House!
Check out what they do for our local women in need
at: www.catholiccharitiestrenton.org/domestic-violenceservices

Save the Date:
Annual Ladies’ Christmas Dinner
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at
Medford Village Country Club

Busy Bees Happenings

Monday, October 8th at 7:30 pm in Bowker Hall
Program and Meeting

We had a wonderful start to our year at our September Welcome Back meeting! Everyone enjoyed our potluck
dinner followed by an awesome presentation by Jeneene Reduker about the latest fall fashion color trends in both
clothing and makeup. It was great to see familiar faces and we also welcomed some new guests as well who we
hope will join us again.
If you couldn’t make it, please mark your calendar for Oct. 8th to join us for our program and tasty treats
provided by the hostesses Donna Crosier and Charlotte Style. All ladies of the church are welcome. We’d love to
see you there! For more information, please contact Cathy Whitecar, whitecarc@msn.com; 856/596-9048.
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Thursday Morning Women’s
Bible Study
Begins October 4, 2018

All women of the church, and their friends, are invited
to come together on Thursday mornings, 10:00-11:30
am, for a Bible Study facilitated by Pastor Kathleen. We
generally use the Revised Common Lectionary for our
readings supplemented by the Upper Room Disciplines,
an annual book of daily devotions. There are occasions
when we deviate from the lectionary for a special short term study.
We will NOT begin in September but on Thursday, October 4, and hope you will join us. This is a drop-in class,
so come when you can.
Our October readings are below:
October 4 - Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrew 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16
October 11 - Job 23:1-9. 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Hebrew 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31
October 18 - Job 38:1-7, 34-41; Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10: 35-45
October 25 - Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52

Upper Room Disciplines 2019
Reading and reflecting on scripture is a spiritual practice that provides
daily inspiration and spiritual nourishment for those who seek God. In this
best-selling devotional guide, readers encounter a diverse community
of thoughtful Christian writers and theologians who guide them toward a
deeper relationship with God.
Each reading in The Upper Room Disciplines includes a selected
scripture passage, a meditation on the scripture, and a prayer or
suggestion for reflection. Each week of devotions is written by one author
and focuses on one theme to provide extended depth into how the ancient
stories of the Bible apply to our lives today.
Writers for 2019 include Tony Campolo, Daniel Benedict, James Harnish,
Michael Williams, Sharon Seyfarth Garner, Todd Outcalt, James Howell,
Melissa Tidwell, Larry Peacock, and Steve Harper.
These readings are also used by the Thursday Morning Women’s Bible
Study as their guide. If you want to take Disciplines wherever you go, it is
available as an eBook, too.
We strongly encourage our church family to enter into the discipline of
daily reading of Scripture and reflection upon it. This is a good way to start. If you are interested in purchasing a
copy of Disciplines 2019 for yourself or as a gift for someone else, please drop off payment with Lisa in the church
office no later than Monday, November 19.
The church’s third annual Trivia Night, hosted by the
United Methodist Women, is on Saturday, October 20,
from 7:00 -9:00 p.m. in Bowker Hall. Teams will compete
for trophies and bragging rights, so grab some friends and
family and put together a group of no more than six. 100
questions will be from ten different categories. Entry fee
for each team is $25.00; all proceeds go the World Thank
ministry. Reserve a table now! Contact Suzy Cress at 856797-8601 or cress13@comcast.net. Snacks and drinks
provided.
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Smile.Amazon is a
WIN WIN arrangement.
Many of us are regular users of the Amazon shopping
network. Did you know we have the means for Medford
UMC to benefit from your usage of the Amazon shopping
network?
By shopping through www.smile.amazon.com and
selecting Medford United Methodist Church as the
beneficiary, you can continue to shop the same Amazon
items and deals, as you have been doing. The prices and
shipping arrangements are the same. The difference is,
Amazon will donate a portion of the sales generated by
members who have selected Medford United Methodist
Church as the benefactor.
So far this year, MUMC has received approximately
$100, which does not sound like much, but remember no
one had to do anything out of their normal conduct. Given
the time of the year, with the need for additional school
supplies and the upcoming Christmas holiday shopping,
now would be an especially useful time to start, or
continue, shopping through www.smile.amazon.com.

MUMC Red Cross Blood
Drive
Medford UMC will host its fall Red Cross Blood
Drive on Thursday, October 4th, 2018 from 2:00
– 7:00 pm. Our church continues to make a
difference in the lives of those who are medically
compromised and in need of blood transfusions.
We are one of the most productive sites and
hope you can help us continue this outreach
tradition. You can contact Lesley Koengetter at
kKoengetter9@comcast.net or 609/268-9043 if
you have questions or to schedule an appointment;
or sign-up online at www.redcrossblood.org.
Remember to check out Rapid Pass on the web
site. You can complete the reading of materials
required the day of the drive on your computer and
bring your printed pass with you. Then you will not
have to do any reading at the site. Please consider
making a donation on October 4th. Thank you!!

You can find additional directions on the church website www.medfordumc.org.

Family Life Center Chair Donations
Here is an easy, inexpensive way for you to make a donation in honor or in memory of a loved one. Each gift of
$75 will be honored on a plaque in the FLC.
Please PRINT clearly and include all names EXACTLY as you would like them to appear on the plaque. Thank
you so much for your support!
Chairs Given in Honor/Memory of (Circle One)
In Honor/Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________
In Honor/Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________
In Honor/Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________
Donor’s Name (s): __________________________________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________________________________________
Donation: $75 per chair. Please enclose this form with your donation.
Thank you! Order forms and donations can be dropped off in the church office.
Total Donation: $_____________________________________________
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With summer coming to a close...
BOO! Let’s start thinking about
Halloween! Yay!!
When: Sunday, October 21, 2018
Where: MUMC Parking Lot
Time: 4:00-6:00 pm
Contact Manny Estevez at 609.654.4256
or George Trauger at 856.630.7743
We would love to see you AND your “trunk” on this fun filled evening!!!
We had a great first month of preschool and look forward to the cool fall air and
The children are enjoying the playground. This month we will
be busy exploring concepts like woodland animals, apples, and of course Halloween
and pumpkins. Picture days, our first field trips, and Halloween Parades make it a very full
month. We always end up with such a wonderful group of children and families each year,
and it is a pleasure to make connections that will last many years. Please continue to keep
the preschool in your prayers for a meaningful and safe year ahead.

Medford Methodist fun in the leaves.

Pre K

News

Go find some leaves to jump in and get in touch with your inner child!

Medford
The Members
of the
Medford United Methodist Church
request the pleasure of your company
as we honor
Carol Reilly
for her 50 years
of Choir Leadership
with a catered buffet dinner
(gluten free, vegetarian and children’s options available)

5:00 pm, Saturday, November 3rd, 2018
in our Family Life Center
2 Hartford Road
Medford, NJ 08055

We have the opportunity to celebrate 50 years of
service at MUMC with Carol Reilly. Carol joined the
staff in the fall of 1968, and has led our vocal choir
program through many generations of singers at both
the Branch Street and Hartford Road campuses ever
since!
We invite our entire church family, past and
present, to celebrate this milestone with Carol on
Saturday, November 3, 2018 with a catered buffet
dinner beginning at 5:00 pm in the Family Life Center.
You should have recently received an invitation and
reservation form via US Mail. If you did not receive
your invitation please contact the church office. The
deadline for reservations is Sunday, October 21,
2018. Please watch the Sunday bulletin for updates.
In addition, everyone can participate in a Love
Offering so that we may honor Carol with a gift
befitting her years of service.
For additional information please contact the
church office, Barbara Frame or Bruce Rosvold.
PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW
for November 3rd at 5:00 PM – IT’S TIME TO
CELEBRATE
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Finally it’s fall! Autumn
activities are well
underway and this past
summer’s heat is just a
memory. Certainly the
pace of our life here at Medford Methodist has picked
up; nowhere is this more evident than in our musical
organizations. Our vocal choirs have begun to take
their places as part of Sunday morning worship and
harvest and Christmas-themed selections have begun
to creep into the “choristers’’ folders. As you sit in your
pew and are moved by the choral message, do you
ever think about why those people come together to
make music? What motivates someone to give up one
or two precious hours during a busy week to sing with
others on Sunday? How is singing in a choir different
from participating in another sort of group or team?
The contemporary composer, Amy F. Berenson, has
captured some of this unique spirit in the words of her
composition We Raise Up Our Voices!;
A million years ago, somebody stood
at the edge of the world, at the edge of a wood,
and took a big breath, as deep a one could,
and let out a shy little tune.
Then other voice joined in, and soon they grew
from a solo of one to a duet of two.
Then two became three became four and who knew
that there the first choir was born!
And they raised up their voices in song,
to the wide sky and the distant star,
they sang the stories of who they were.
And with harmony high and with melody strong,
they raised up their voices in song!

Those who sing in church
choirs, of course, experience
the extra joy of sharing the
message of God’s love with
their listeners and growing
in their own faith in the process. Does this sound like
something you would like to be a part of? Our youth
vocal choirs are open to singers from second grade
through high school and our adult choirs have no age
limit. Rehearsal times are listed in the monthly calendar
and each week in the Sunday bulletin. Why not plan to
join us at the one which suits you best, for:
Music is a haven, there’s comfort in a song,
and this choir is like a family, a place we all belong!
And we sing….
Just to make things a little easier, the various
rehearsal times are listed here:
Jr. Choir (grades 2 – 6; sings at 11:00):
Thursday, 4:15 – 5:15 pm
Youth Choir (grades 7 – 12; sings at 11:00):
Thursday, 7:15 – 8:25 pm
Wesley Choir (adult – sings at 8:15):
Tuesday, 8:30 – 10:00 pm
Garwood Choir (adult – sings at 11:00):
Thursday, 8:30 – 10:00 pm
For further information, please contact Carol Reilly,
director (609 953-3805/ 609 706-0627); Crlrlly@aol.
com; or call the church office.
Watch this space or the Sunday bulletin for notice of
an opportunity to participate in our special music for the
Christmas season.

Don’t miss Pineland Players production of
Rig
h
the t her
Fam MUM e in
Ce ily Lif C
nte e
r!

October 20th at 2:00, 5:30, & 7:30 PM
October 26th at 7:30 PM
Otcober 27th at 2:00, 5:30, & 7:30 PM

Tickets are $8
Available at the door!

www.pinelandplayers.com
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Youth Fellowship Nights are meeting regularly and meet every Sunday
night at the following times:
6:00 - 7:30 pm for 3rd – 5th graders and 6th – 8th graders in the FLC
7:30 – 9:00 pm for 9th – 12th graders in the Annex & ending in the
FLC gym
(No YF meeting on Oct 21 for Trunk or Treat).

What’s going on this month?
3rd – 5th graders will begin exploring the “Gospel According to Dr. Seuss.” They will take a closer

look at these beloved children’s stories to find inspiration and instruction.

6th – 8th graders will begin a “Re:Form Core” series that will empower youth to explore faith and ask

questions about the Bible, discipleship, Jesus and hot topics.

9th – 12th grade will spend time viewing the “Skit Guys” video series and what they have to say about

identity and other important topics that will inspire conversation.

We will participate in the Medford Scarecrow Contest and create our scarecrow creations during Youth
Fellowship Nights. Visit Main Street starting October 6th to see our display!

Trunk or Treat – youth fellowship families are encourage to decorate a trunk!
Family Dinner Night will be held on October 14th. 3rd – 12th grade youth and their families can come
out for a yummy meal, hang with friends, and end with activities and a music worship experience.
High School Happenings is a small group for 9th – 12th graders being held every Sunday morning
BEST POOL SERVICE COMPANY 2015

25+

House & Home Magazine

YEARS

from 9:00 – 10:30 am in Bowker Hall with breakfast treats available. This
is a time for high school youth to come talk about what’s happening in their
lives, what’s happening in the world and how God encourages us through
the Bible in how we should navigate these things.

experience in
the pool service
industry

BUILDING OUR FAMILY
ONE CUSTOMER AT A TIME...

609.654.5525

AbsolutePoolCareNJ.com

Medford, NJ
LIC #13VH05714200

Are you someone who enjoys hanging out with kids? We are always
looking for volunteers who would enjoy coming to hang out with any of
the three age groups of Youth (3rd-5th, 6th-8th or 9th-12th) for Sunday
Evening Youth Fellowship. You don’t have to be a teacher, you don’t have
to be available every Sunday night and you don’t have to have children that
are currently in the program either! We would love for you to join in the
fun of Sunday Night gatherings. Please email Bethany Carl at bethany@
medfordumc.org to express your interest and get more details.
4 Chester Avenue
Medford, NJ 08055
(609) 953-0100

Connection

Independently Owned and Operated.

(609) 654-2035 • (856) 235-0300
Heating & AC • Energy Conservation
Indoor Air Quality • Fuel Delivery/Tank Services
Water Conditioning • Harriett’s Plumbing Services
NJLMP#10622 H Bromberg

Jack & Bonnie Crosby
Ann Harriett • Bob Harriett

Tom Hodge

Sales Associate in NJ & PA
Office: 856.797.1550, x 653
NJ Cell: 609.828.4251
PA Cell: 610.908.9963
E-Fax: 609.969.6281
thodgeremax@comcast.net
69 S. Main St., Medford, NJ 08055

EXCLUSiVELY CATS
VETERiNARY HOSPITAL

www.exclusivelycatsnj.com

“Because there’s no such thing as
‘just a cat’!”

Dr. Nancy J. Dunkle, DVM
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Report from the Pastor’s Professional Formation Leave
I am grateful to the staff, the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, and the entire church for your support during my
leave this summer. After five years of nonstop activity, this time was needed to rest and renew my spirit. The Book
of Discipline provides for such leaves every four years as part of the pastor’s program of continuing education and
spiritual growth. My goals for this time included: experiencing Sabbath, reading in leadership development and
spiritual formation, attending a continuing education event focused on discipleship, and work on my preaching –
both in terms of technique and planning for the 2018-19 year.
Part of my commitment to the SPRC was to report on what I did and learned. I’ve provided some summary
information on books I read and the event I attended below. I submitted a longer version to the SPRC if you’re
interested. Peace, Pastor Joe
The Sacred Enneagram, Christopher Heuertz & Discovering the Enneagram: An Ancient Tool for a New
Spiritual Journey, Richard Rohr with Andreas Ebert
These two books describe the enneagram, an ancient tool for understanding the intersection of spirituality,
personality, and vocation. This is a helpful process for better understanding yourself, your gifts, and your
vulnerabilities. I hope to lead a small group on this tool in the spring.
The Power of Habit, Charles Duhigg
Duhigg writes about the psychology of habit: how habits are formed and ways to create new ones. The cycle of
craving/action/reward has been exploited by marketers and entrepreneurs. He talks about “keystone” habits that
become foundations for making other changes. Much of this has real implications for how we “train” our people to
make faith a priority in their lives.
Communicating for a Change, Andy Stanley & The Naked Presenter: Delivering Powerful Presentations
with or Without Slides, Garr Reynolds
I chose both of these to learn more about the technique and psychology of preaching. Stanley’s book describes
a simple formula for preaching using a standard roadmap that is effective without becoming stale. Reynolds’
book is a practical guide to presenting on any topic, before any audience, with or without slides (and, importantly,
without relying on notes).
School of Congregational Development
The School of Congregational Development brings together several hundred United Methodists – mostly
clergy but also some laity – from around the country for several days of worship, plenaries and workshops. I had
the opportunity to learn from pastors who are doing new and innovative ministry, including Christian Coon of
Urban Village Church in Chicago. A significant portion was devoted to understanding the thought processes of
young people and how their development has been influenced by the cell phone. One of the sessions focused
on planning creative worship experiences and how to structure a planning team for maximum creativity and
productivity. Another was on facilitating conversations around divisive issues and making sure everyone is heard.
We will implement this learning through the fall.
Other Books I Read on My Break
With: Reimagining the Way You Relate to God – Skye Jethani
The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics and Religion – Jonathan Haidt
The Power of Positive Deviance: How Unlikely Innovators Solve the World’s Toughest Problems – Richard
Pascale, Jerry Sternin & Monique Sternin
The Anatomy of Peace: Resolving the Heart of Conflict – The Arbinger Institute
The Emotionally Healthy Church – Peter Scazzero & Warren Bird
Faith Unraveled – Rachel Held Evans
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